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0 ge a juft klea of the State of Things in the bel Pre 
_ cint of Middleboro', it will not be improper, by Way of 
Introduction, to let the World know how the Church and 
(2B And there came to be divided,, and to ac in Contradic- 
nnn to one another — 

"Tis pn there eee for. e dlonchs 
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aſter ther Paſtor's Deceaſe.— But how can this be, will ſome ſay, 


when he Precin-Committee oppoſed the Churches Meaſures almoſt 


fre he Beginning? r 
a Fal, in order to a Reſettlement, this Committee 
i have any Concern with it, unleſs might chooſe half the Mi- 
. hiſters to carry it on; which the Churc for the Sake of Peace con- 
deſcended to: And at the Faſt when the Miniſters were apply d to 
for Advice, the Church and Committee appear d greatly divided in 
their Sentiments about ſupplying the Pulpit ; the One. inſiſted, on it 
as their Right, and the other as their's : And the ition con- 
tinued afterwards in the whole Series of Affairs. But it muſt be no- 
ted, that this Committee were the Demi, 4 cl Me Committee of the Precintt, 


choſen before their Paſtor's Death, 2 af e- &c ut * 


and the 
a Precinct - 
eee, 


Warrant for a 
= para this Clauſe, to: ſte . db Precint# 


pplying Sn. AY 


i fupple, had more Rig were 6 thn ay ter 
when this Committee in 


vi The INTRODUCTION, 


| | 
(I think in May 1744) voted 4 af nothing upon i - that ef 
Courſe, the whole Matter was left with the is was teſti- 
fy*d before the Council by ſome Members of the Precinct, that were 
reſent at the Meeting, tho? no Vote of it can be found; one of the 
— being the Clert. Some Time after this, viz. Aug. 7. 
the Committee called a Precinct-Meeting, to ſupply the Pulpit with a 
fuitable Man for the preſent ; the Precinct again refuſed doing any 
Thing in the Matter :—Upon which the Moderator, *tis faid, of his 
own Head, without putting it to Vote, adjourn'd the Meeting *till 
Aug. 21.—At which Time alſo the Precinct generally met together; 
but thoſe that adher'd to the Church, apprehending that the Mode- 
rator had no Power of adjourning without the Precin&'s Order; and 
that therefore the Meeting was 4 Courſe diſſolved, declin'd voting, 
and proteſted againſt the Meeting as null and void. But this not be- 
ing regarded by the other Party, they proceeded upon the Warrant, 
and join'd two to the ſtanding Committee to manage in the Affair. 
hen they adjourn'd the Meeting again *till Sept. 4. And at their 
third Seſſion, few being preſent but their - own Party, they voted to 
raiſe the Sum of Eighty Peunds, to defray minifterial Ch tho? 
not particularly expreſs d in the Warrant.—Thus having brought 
their Purpoſes to bear, the Committee procur'd a Miniſter for the 
next Sabbath, which was the firſt of Mr. Conant's Probation, &- will 
be related more particularly hereafter —After the Church had; given 
Mr. Conant a Call, the Rate'was made for the Sum ſpecify'd ove z 
previous to which (tho? but a very few Days) a Notificatic 8 ſet 
up, defiring the Inhabitants tb bring in a Liſt of their rateable e 2 
— But a conſiderable Number of the Churches Friends neglected to 
do it, thinking the Vote to raiſe Money illegal: — The other Party, 
tis ſaid, brought in univerſally.—By this Rate, the Aſſeſſors or Pre- 
cinct- Committee made a new Regulation of Voters, about Nineteen 
new Ones coming in, and Eight old Ones being ſhut out. Such a 
great and ſudden Overturn as this, will no Doubt create a Suſpition 
in the Reader of ſome undue Management; eſpecially ſince the Vo- 
ters were regulated ſo lately as the March 1 And in- 
deed this has been the general Talk in theſe Parts. —It can't ſure 
but ſeem very ſtrange, that ſome who either never were or had not 
for many Years been Voters, ſhould now all of a ſudden upon fuch 
an Occaſion become ſo rich; as that Voters ſhould come in by Mole. 
ſale. —To give ſome Light in this dark Affair, it will be proper to 
mention ſome Things. With. Reſpect to this new Addition 1 


4:rhey have: no-imeec'-vidible-Eftate. Gabe they we 
6 — Se. e 


added, Bui my: Brotber did, I kwew. 1. e accepted 
6 as they underſtood it. This Brother of his was one of 
8 and he himſelf was then, and fil i of the Party againſt 
ths Church * further Particulars greatly iluſtrating ue 
* mention ſome 
but I take no Delight in the Recitation, and ſhall therefore 
ie to deny it. | 
But to prevent their crying out of Miſrepreientation, I add, that 
one or two of the new-Voters, (viz. a Man and a Widow Woman) 
were known to be of the Churches Side, when this Regulation was 
made Tis tho't by Members of the Church, that they were ad- 
misted the better to colour over their other Management, and to 
found a Plea of Impartiality upon. 
As to the ſeven excluded Voters, they were doom d, with others, 
rape to 75 Diſcretion of the Aſſeſſors, as not giving in an Ac- 
Eſtate :—And they ſo — WIE, 


as to dep —— Voting. 

1 further, that lende vic in in AſpeR, her ma- 
r r not re- 
' quire, that it ſhould be done above once a Year ; and it was their 
458 and to let the Lift ſtand till 

Year came about.—Bur here they break in upon their Cuſtom, 
and a Liſt muſt be drawn up in a H dd. 
Er © Jay Tm. NF. 1 


2 —— 2 2 — WW... 


duction to the N arrative that follows. 


vil The INTRODUCTION 
Things being bro't into this Poſture, immeiliately upon it a Pre- 


cinct- Meeting was called, and Mr. Cinant's Call tionconcurr'd by the 
Majority of about ten. | 


—— Time after this the Povince Rate win made, and a Number 
oters were brought in by Virtue of it, capable of voting own' 
Affairs. — But the ———— pagirn their Vote in 
the Precinct, tho* earn requeſted ; and continue to do ſo to this 
Day.—For ſince this in above a Tear, no Precin&t Rate has been 
made; as tis ſuppoſed, for fear the Majority of Voters ſhould be 
Yother Way.—But that Money might not be wanting to pay their 
Debts, the Precin&t-Committee were. impower*d the laft 1 
hire Money for the Precint?'s Uſe, &c.—But there is a heavy 

tbreaten'd e er long upon the whole Precinct, viz. Five hundred 
Pounds voted to repair the old Meeting Houſe, and Five bundred 
"i e eee Miniſter, that officiates 

ere. 2 


Thus much I tho't neceſſary to give an Account of am e 


. 


A Nantarive & 2 Trance 2 
Middleboro', in e a Miniſter, WW 


IHE 3 of at are precious Things 3 they are 
part of the Purchaſe of his B ; and ſo dear were they to our wor- 
thy and excellent 8 * they leſt their native Land, and 
| retir'd into an howling Wilderneſs, to ſecure ihem. And thereſore- 

| ſurely we ought much to value them, and, like them, to make a' 
Stand, when we ſee them encroached upon :---In ſuch Caſe, tis our Duty to 
bear Teſtimony againſt the. reer e at it's firſt Riſe, to prevent it's gain 
ing further Ground:--It is a flagrant Inſtance of this Nature near me, which is 
the Occaſion of this Eſſay : And having peculiar: Advantages, by my Situation 
and otherwiſe, of knowing the whole Affair from it's Beginning ta it's Criſis, 
] was refer prevail'd upon to communicate this Account to the Publick, 
leaving it to the great Head of the Church to over rule it as be ſees meet. 

It was in April, 1744. that the firſt Church in Middlebore* were bereaved of 
their faithfu] and excellent Paſtor, the Rey, Mr, Peter Thacher ; mo the Rex | 
ſettlement of one in his Room many Difficulties have occurr d. 

fore I enter upon the Narrative, it will be proper to recite the Words of. 
the Platform of Church Diſcipline, and the Law of the Province, a8. the — 
tion of what ollows. 

Platform, Chap. 8. Ses. 5, 7, 9 « Officers are a be paths. fuck 
« Churches, whereunto they are to miniſter. Of ſuch dey, is the 
« yation of this Power, that the Cee, exerciſed it in the 1 the: 
4 es, As 14. and 1. 23 an d if the. Chu have 
40 — 5 to chooſe my Officers * A 2 e of maniſeſt Un- 
« worthineſs and Delinquency, they have Power alſo to N. them: For to 

© open and ſhut. to chooſe and ref uſe, to Faru 2g e and remove from 


cc «© Ollie, are Acts belonging to the ſame Pow Choice of . 
«© Officers not to the civil Magiſtrate or. dioceſan, 
8. or Patrans ; for of theſe, rt ANY SUCH we Fe peace 1 

* — as having any, Power therein. I nts as 


—* Thi Clauſe refers to the re 7 RET" 

tze ſame Reaſon excluding them that e ge he. viz. Man . 
divine Right e Platfh LO Tegan no Power, 

37 eee rom te * Mt. 8 4710/1 e vg 


(10) 


The Law of the Province runs thus :--- Fave Guliehni M Marie N 
Gnay. X. p. 18. Be it further enacted by the Authority 
the reſpective Churches in the ſeveral Towns within this Province, ſhall at all 
4 Times hereafter, uſe, exerciſe, and enjoy all their Priviledges and Freedoms, 
cc reſpeRing divine Worſhip, Church Order and Diſcipline ; and ſhall be en- 
« couraged in the peaceable and regular Proſeſſion and Practice thereof. 

Anno Gulielmi Torq, Septimo. CHAP, IX. An Act in further Addition 
tc to the Act entitled, An AR for the Settlement and Support of Minifters.--- 
« Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives 
« in General Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when 
«© at any Time a Church ſhall make Choice of a Minifter, and preſent their 
«© Choice unto the Inhabitants of the Town or Precin& in a publick Meeting 
c duly warn'd and aſſembled for that Purpoſe, to have their Concurrence 
c therein; and the Inhabitants ſo aſſembled, ſhall by a major Vote deny their 
e Approbation of the Church's Choice; the Church may call in the Help of a 


© Council conſiſting of the Elders and Meſſengers of three or five neighbouring 


«© Churches, which Council are hereby impowered to hear, examine, and con- 


* ſider the Exceptions and Allegations made againſt the Church's EleQtion.--- 


«« And in Caſe the Council ſhall notwithſtanding appreve of ſaid Election, 
cc ſuch Miniſter accepting of the Choice, and ſettling with them, ſhall be the 
«« Minifter of the Town or Precin&, who ſhall be in all Reſpects ſupported 
c and maintained as by the ſaid Act is provided; but if otherwiſe, the Church 
<< ſhall proceed to the Election of another Miniſter. SR Rl 

In Purſuance of the Priviledges here granted, the Church have taken the fol- 


| lowing Steps.--- Omitting what was done with Relation to Mr. Prter Thacher, 


Son of the Deceaſed (in which there was an Inſtance of the Church's Condeſcen- 
tion, as will appear by and by, ) I ſhall begin with Mr, Conant, the Miniſter 
now ſettled. On the 17th of Fuly, the Church voted to hear Mr. S. Reed, 
and Mr. Sykvanus Cunumt four Sabbaths apiece upon Probation.--- When this 
Vote paſſed, tho? the Church were generally together, none made Objecti 

againſt hearing Mr. Conant, tho? ſome objected againſt Mr. R,---Mr. was 
firſt apply'd to, Mr. Comant being under Engagements elſewhere, and ſupply'd 
the Pulpit for ſeveral Sabbaths, but waved preaching upon Probation, as not in- 
clining to ſettie at preſent.---Mr. Cenant could not come till Sept. . of which 
he gave them previous Warning in a Letter ſome Weeks, before.---The Pre- 
cin& being apprized of this, and having in the mean Time provided a Com- 


mittee to ſupply the Pulpit in Oppoſition to the Church, as we have related be- 


fore, they without conſulting the Church, or offering them one Reaſon a- 
<< gainſt the Perſon choſen by them, procur'd another Candidate to come and 
preach the ſame Day that he was to begin.---On Spt. , Sabbath Day, Mr. 
Conant with others went to the Meeting- Houſe at the uſual Time of meeting, 
but was deny'd Admittance by the PrecintCommittee, and forwarn'd preach- 
ing there; this occaſion'd ſome warm Diſcourſe between the two Parties, 
which laſted a little while till the other Preacher came, who was likewiſe for- 
warned by the Church Committee ; but he was admitted notwithſtanding, and 
preach'd in the Forenoon ; Mr, Conant attended, but the major * 


. 
t 
I 
y 


(1) 


Church withdrew to a private Houſe, where they 

_—— — ittee allow d Mr. 
Canan to preach in the Meeting- Houſe, and the People I 
Thus at firſt, they allow d the Church an equal Priviledge with ves: 


But the Scene alter d e er the next Sabbath. That Week two Councils 


ey were of Opaion var irate belonge 
<< to the Precinct, = z it being more 
<6 reaſonable that the Whole —— , than a Part.” 
Arte meme,» Mellge rm te Church pil oh her Coun 
cil for Advice, who adviſed r r 


Dear Brethren, Duzbere, Sept. 13. 1744+ 

6 „A we apprehend it to be the Priviledge of a Church to introduce a 

Candidate for the Miniſtry into the Pulpit ; yet inaſmuch as the Inha- 

© bitangs of the firſt Precin in Afidalebors' have the Power of the Meeting- 

6c 28 in their Poſſeſſion; we adviſe the Brethren of the 

«© Church to get a Candidate to preach to them upon Probation, * and in 

<< caſe the Inhabitants get a Perſon to preach to them at the fame Time, we ad- 

<< viſe the Church to hear their Minifter, one Part of the Day, if the Inbabi- 

cc tants will hear their's the other; nd when che Ga nd lo org 
de 25 to be ripe for a Choice, to aſſemble together, and come to the Choice 

cc T | 


Nathaniel Leonard, Mod. 


The Precinct Committee being 1 by the Advice above; which 
- * upon as an Approbation of their Proceeding, entirely excluded the 
s Candidate the next Sabbath, 5 to; ling thoſe that ſpoke 
to them about it in the Church's Behalf, * Minifter to ſupply the 
Pulpit, and ſhould not allow of his ( viz. the Ch 's Candidate's) preaching in 
the Meeting- Heuſe.---So that from this Day and henceforward they were obliged 
to meet in a private Houſe, where Mr. d on till his probationary 
Seaſon was d, and fince. 
To ſet this oint of their Withdraw in a plainer Light, I ſhall here tranſcribe 
a Paper new in my Hands, drawn up by a Member of that Church, and con- 


ſented to by them, tho it was not ran 


'» The Reaſon why 'ewas expre'd thus, wa, Tecaue Mr. — 
— 2 the ſecond Sabbath, 2 by thoſe he 


» 
2 
. 
k 
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cc JNaſmuch as the venerable Council · have enquired of us the Reaſon of 
A our'coming away from the Meeting-Houſe,--- We would humbly fay, 


& that it was with Sorrow of Mind, and not of Choice, that we have left the 


% Meeting-Houſe, where we have been wont to meet with Chriſt, and enjoy 
6 his promiſed Preſence.---An Apprehenſion that it was our Duty, obliged us 


to do that, which coſt us weeping Eyes, and aking Hearts.--- Could we have 


cc walked in the Liberty of the Church of Chriſt, we wauld much rather have 


© © attended at the Meeting: Houſe on the Miniſtry of one, whom by our own 


«© Act we had provided to preach to us, and of whoſe Abilities to preach the 
cc eyerlaſting Goſpel, we were partly informed from ſome Taſte we had of his 
Gifts, while our dear deceaſed Paſtor was with us, and partly from the Re- 
«© commendation of the Rev. Meſſi. Lennard and Cotton, who attended a Faſt 
ic preparatory, and who adviſed us to him as a Candidate for the Miniſtry for 


; © our Probation, which we approved. | 


«« We ſhall only mention theſe two Principles, upon which we. acted, VIZ. 


3 1ſt, That the Church of Chriſt hath both a natural and religious Right to 


<< chooſe her own Officers, eſpecially that important ene a Pa/tor.--- This we 
& apprehended ftruck at from the Foundations by thoſe who thruſt us out of 
4 the Meeting-Houſe---in that, altho* by Law, by the Church Platform, by a 
& particular Vote of the Precin& ſince the Death of our Paſtor, and more e- 
& ſpecially by the Law and Rule of Chriſt, we had, as we apprehend, the Li- 
c berty of making Proviſion for the Supply of the Pulpit; and Settlement of 
<«< the Goſpel among us---yet we were in Effect utterly deny?d of this putcha- 
& ſed Priviledge. The Precin& not content with the Power of negativing, 


4 aſſum'd the Power of providing Pulpit Supplies, and actually ſhut the Mee- 


<< ting-Houſe-Doors againſt us and the Candidate, which we, as a Chutch of 
«© Chriſt, had provided. hes» | 905 

4 2dly, That the Church is rather the Houſe of GOD, than any Temple 
ce made with Hands—W hence we apprehended we might rather hope for the 
c Preſence and Bleſſing of Chriſt, while as a Chureh we endeavour'd the Pre- 


6 ſervation of the Honour of Chriſt, by inſiſting upon the purchaſedPrivileges of 


« his Church, than otherwiſe baſely betraying them, c.“ 1 


On Sept. 21. The Church Committee iſſued out a Notification, warning 


the Church to meet at the Meeting-Houſe OX. 1. the Day after the four 
Sabbaths of Probation were expir*d, to Vote, if they ſaw Caufe, to give 
«« ſome one Perſon a Call to the Work of the Miniſtry among them ;*” — This 
was read on the Sabbath to the Church aſſembling at Mrs. Thacher's ; and it 
was offer'd to Deacon Barrow to read to the Brethren at the Meeting- Houſe, 
but he refuſed to read it there ;—Whereupon ſome of the Committee went to 
the Houſes of thoſe particular Brethren, and read the Warning to them; ſo 
that the whole Church were notified. —Before the Day came, ſome of the Church 
applyed to me in the Name of the Reſt to come and aſſiſt them in their Choice; 
it being cuſtomary in theſe Parts for a ,peighbouring Minifter to aſſiſt on ſuch 
Occaſions : —And I the rather went, becauſe it appear'd probable about that 
Time that both Church and Precin& would be united:in Mr. Conant, * 

4 9 ae. I, 
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( 13) 
R The Church met according to Warning, the Record of which 
nds thus 
? «© Thefirk Church of Chiiſt in Middlebore?, 


« Ata Church Meeting (regularly warned) the 1ſt Day of Ga, 27 
e- 


at the Meeting: Houſe, the Church choſe the Rev. Mr. Jobi Cotton 

« rator for the preſent Meeting; and then, purſuant to a Vote of the Church, 

4 the Moderator adjourn'd the Meeting to the Houſe of the Widow Patience 

Mond, to meet immediately, becauſe they were refuſed Admittance into the 

46 Meeting Houſe.— Being met according to Adjournment, the Meeting was 
7 wa en'd with Prayer: And then the Church FR to ya. theſe otes, 

cc 12 


40 15 That they will now proceed to give ſome one bens cane the 
« Work of the Miniſtry among them. 


%, zy. Then the Moderatordefir'd the Church to brig in their Votes * 


a Paſtor in Writing, and 2 they did; and upon counting and 
« ſorting them, it appeared that Mr, Sylvatus Conant had 62 Votes, and Mr. 


A 


27 


1 Peter Thacher ſeven; and this Choice was declared to the Church, and upon 


« it the Seven that had voted for Mr. Thacber We their enen in 
6 the Church's Choice. | 


6% 2dly. Voted, That the andingChurch C Committee: ſhould wait upon the | 


cc Rer. Mr. Coane, and carry him a Copy of theſe Church Votes, and alſo 
«« that the ſaid Committee ſhould apply to the Precin Committee deſiring 
« them to call a Precin& Meeting to ſee whether the Precinct will concur. 
«with the Church's Choice. Juan Gotton,' Modr. 

It is to be noted, that the Minors,( of which. there were ſeveral ? were en 


dluded voting in the Choice, to prevent any Exception. 


Juſt as the Church Meeting began, and they were voting for aModerator, 
the Precinct Committee (who were near) ſent a Meſſenger to deſire to ſpeak 
with me; and as ſooh as the Meeting was adjourn'd to Mrs. Moad's, I went 
to them They told me, that they were laatb I ſhould be led into a Faure; ta 
prevent which, they would ſhew me the Chureb Votet; by Virtus of which ( they 
ſaid ) Deacon Barrow tas anding rg * that no Meeting could be regular 
without his Gonſent and Aſſiſtance, —l tes and read them, particular- 
ly thoſe of the firſt Meeting after Mr, os s Death, as follows, 

« At a Meeting of the firſt Church of Chriſt in Middlebers' „ May 1. 1744. 
c under a humbling Senſe of the Rebukes of divine Providence we are under 


«© by the Death of our reverend and dear; Paſtor. Mr. Pater Thacher ; after 


00 Prayer to GOD for Affiſtance and Drees. the de n © the 


4c following Votes, viz. 51 
„ x, de ae Bayne choſen Moderato, z 25:4 2] 
* 2, Seth Tinkham was choſen Cle. | 


© 4. Deacon £benezer Finney, Capt. Fabex Vaughan, Gee a Samuel. 


L 


4 LS and Benjamin Tucker, were choſen a W £9,99anage the . 


<< dentials of ſaid Church during the ae 
4. Deacon Samuel Barr 


ow was choſen 


e Church Re- 


« cords at preſent; nnd the Zprnitges of the Communion Table,” 


ö | (14) 
* Wy Upon Peruſal of theſe, it appear'd plain to me that Deacon Barrow was cho- 
| ſen Moderator only for that Meeting; with Reſpect to the Committee it is 
| - faid that they ſhould manage during the Vacancy ; but not a Word of this as to the 
| Moderator; it only ſays, that Deacon Barrow was choſen Moderator. 
J. | It is neceſſary that this Point ſhould be ſet in a very clearLight, becauſe great 
, Streſs has been laid upon it by the Precin#?, and the Council ealled by them, as if 
it render'd the Call invalid; and therefore I ſhall give it a particular Conſidera- 
tion. | | | 
It is pleaded, that tho' it does not fully appear by the firſt Votes that he was 
deſigned as ſtanding Moderator ; yet it is evident that the Church intended 
this, becauſe they let him ſtand Moderator in ſeveral after Meetings without 
making a new ice. This was the main Argument the Committee uſed 
with me.—It may be reply'd, 1ſt. This is not true in Fact, becauſe in the 
very next Church Meeting after this, the Rev. Mr. Leonard was choſen Mo- 
derator :---He preach'd a funeral Sermon in his Turn on their deceaſed Paſtor, 
May 13. and on Monday the Church met in order to conſult about a Faft 
previous to another Choice, and the Miniſters to be apply'd to; at which 
Time Mr. Leonard was voted Moderator, and officiated as ſuch, and was an 
Inſtrument of bringing the Church and Precin& Committee to unite in the 
Faſt.— 2dly. At another Church Meeting I happen'd to be preſent, wiz. On 
July 17. it being immediately after a public Lecture, and the Church deſiring 
me to fray 3 Deacon Barrow acted as Moderator, but ſome of the Church ap- 
pear'd to be diſatisfy*d ; one of them particularly ſtood up and enquir'd How 
Deacon Barrow came to be Moderator? But the Deacon himſelf, and one or two 
of the ſame Side infiſting ſtrenueuſly upon it, that he was choſen for that Buſi- 
neſs in the firſt Meeting ; to prevent further Contentions and Heats, and to 
pleaſe the Deacon, they let the Matter drop, tho* the Majority of the Church 
did not ſeem very eafy under it. 
If it be faid here, that if Deacon Barrow was not — Moderator, then 
the Church were without a Moderator in ſome of their Meetings, they not 
making a new Choice; conſequently their Proceedings at thoſe Meetings were 
null, particularly thoſe that related to the inviting Mr. Conant upon Probation. 
I deny the Conſequence :---It is not e/ſential to the Validity of any Church 
AR, when a Church are deſtitute of a Paſtor, that they ſhould chuſe a Mode- 
rator at all; this is not made neceſſary by any Law of God or Man :---It is 
only Matter of Cmveniency; and if any of the elder Brethren act in that Sta- 
tion, whether choſen or no, the End is anſwer'd, and the Proceedings regular. 
* ---It is an idle Notion, that Churches are obliged in every Punctilio, to conform 
to the Rules of civil Societies. FA 
Further, It has been declar'd to me, by Members of that Church, that at 
the firſt Church Meeting after the Deceaſe of their Paſtor, Deacon Barrow 
ſaick at the Opening of theMeeting, «+ That the Church ought now to chooſe a 
„ Moderator among them, and might do it in all their Meetings, till they 
| ac came to the Choice of a-Minifter ; but then the Church ought” to call in 
<« the Aﬀftance of a neighbouring Minifter, which was cuſtomary in other 


ce Places, and Mr, Thacher had been improv'd in Hallifax, — The 
780 tacon 
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Deacon being put in Mind of this in myPreſence at this 
and many, of the Church teſtifying he faid fo, he e 
fince it being mention'd to him by Mr. Cup in private, he ſaid he remembred 
that he ſaid ſo, and it was what ought to be ; but, ſays he, I ought to baue had my 
Veice in the chufing of bim. | | 
But ſuppoſing that the Deacon was choſen for more Meetings than one, it 
. was only during the Church's Pleaſure ; the ſame Authority that choſe him had 
Power to put him down, and chuſe a new Moderator, when they tho't proper. 
[It is the moſt unreaſonable Thing in the World to think, that the Church ſo 
ſubjected themſelves to Deacon Barrow, that they could never have another 
Meeting, or do any Thing as a Church, without his Conſent ; and it is ama- 
zing to me, that any Council, or Mm of Senſe ſhould plead that they did. 
According to this, he was cloathed with more than miniſterial Power; and it was 
in his Breaſt alone, whether they ſhouldever have another Minifter ; he might 
have refuſed calling aChurch Meeting, and acting as Moderator, for feven Years 
together, or as long as he lived, if they were like to chooſe a Candidate that was 
unpleaſing to him; & ſo an all they ſhould give, would have been invalid uponthe 
ſame Ground, that this has been declared ſeit is plain that Deacon Barrotu aſſumd 
ſuch Power, from his Manner of Acting at this Church Meeting; for he came 
in to the Church when conven'd at Widow ads, and faid authoritatively, 
As 1 am flanding Moderator of this Church, I defire this Metting muy be diffolyd.— 
And when the Queſtion was aſk'd by me, hither all the Church were mtify'd 
of this Meeting ?—It was anſwer'd by the Committee 77s, and they gave me a 
particular Account how. Deacon Barroto replied, that they ought to have been 
netiſ d by bim; and that no other had an 1 to warn @ Church Meeting but 
*. Upon this Mr. Clap faid, V h f racon ?-—W ben you firff called the 
Church together, after Mr. Thachet”s , you told Them, It was their Duty is 
chooſe a — to manage the Prnuentialt of the Church during the whote Va- 
canicy ; and we choſe 4 Committee fir that Purpoſe ; by tohoſe Order the Church 
Meetings have been warned ever ſiner: And toby ought it not to be ſo now . The 
Deacon being aſk'd to fit down, he comply'd, but faid he not att with the 
Church, tho? he afterwards voted negatively in the firſt Vote that was put 
And * he 3 As for the Pirſin gore think you ary about to 
chooſe, 1 believe I like him as well as any of you, 4 i fretly -acqureſce in him, 
but 4 don't think the Church as yet 1 fot a &c. „ 4 : 
Upon the Whole, I appeal to the Reafon of Mankind, whether this be ſuſfi- 
cient to diſannul and make void the Call: It feem'd to me the Church dealt 
wiſely in ſhaking off ſuch an arbitrary aſſum'd Power, which neither we nor 
our Fathers haye known,—The Church having thus given Mr. Conant a Call, 
they, agreeable ta the Law before cited; with all ient Speed preſented 
their Choice to the PrecinQ for Concurrence :—+A PrieinQ Meeting was call'd 
Ob. 22. after the Voters were new 'd and ; as has been de- 
dar'd in the Introduction, and the Call was Nonconcurr d. Yet ſtill without 
intimating to the Church, that they had one reaſonable QbjeQion againſt the 
| | | YT" O71 (4 TON 971 » ' willing 
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willing to hear any Objection that the Precin ſhould lay before them, and 
not perceiving that they intended to ſhew a Cauſe for their Nonconcurrence ; 
the Church at a Meeting, Jan. 28. 1744, 85 agreed to call a Council, to en- 
quire into the Objections that might be offer'd, and adviſe them what they 
might do.— And the Precin&t Committee were notify*d of it, and ſerved with 
a Copy of their Votes, Jan. 31. ri £61 

Here by the Way it muſt be noted, that a Number of the Church, viz. 
about 16 or 17 adhered to thePrecinct in their latePraceediogs,inOppoſition to 
their Brethren of the Church, * and attended on the Meeting at the Meeting 
Houſe :— Theſe thinking it neceſſary now to beſtir themſelves, Deacon Barrow 
on the Sabbath, Feb. 3. deſir d the Church to meet at his Houſe the next Day at 
10 of the Clock in the Forenoon ; alſo defir'd thoſe that were preſent to natify them 
that were abſent ;—To which he afterwards added this limiting Clauſe, I mean, 
ſays he, thoſe that frequent the Meeting Houſe, —What was done in this Meet- 
2 8 in Part appear from the following Teſtimony laid in before the 

ouncil. 5 91 1 * E | | 

«© We the Subſcribers hearing that the Church were defir'd to meet at the 
“ Houſe of Deacon Samuel Barrow on Monday the 4th Day of this Inſtant 
& February—aſſembled accordingly, with a Number of our, Brethren, who 
„ uſually aſſemble on the Lord's Day for the Worſhip of God, at the Houſe 
& of Mrs. Mary, Thacher, to the Number of about forty three—But were 


66 jeeringly alk'd, What we came for? Some of us replied, He came to Church 


«© Metting,: having heard that a Church Meeting was warned. But Deacon Bar- 
cc row reply'd, That he did not warn a Church Meeting, neither did be think he 
% had Power to warn a Church Meeting, neither did they deſign to att any thing 
& as a Church, but only deſir' d that a Number of the Brethren who us'd to mett at 
«© the Meeting Houſe, would meet to confer together, or Words to that Effet... 
«© After this, we being together in one Room, Word was given out, that 
c thoſe. Brethren who uſually meet at the Meeting Houſe, were deſired to go 
4 into the other Room: Upon which we md roſe up, ſome of us ſay- 
6 ing, we all us'd to meet there; but a particular Number withdrawing, the 
“ Door was ſhut.—And all thoſe who, meet at Mrs. Thacher's were excluded. 
And ſome of us gan; te it was particularly ſignified to them, that 


ce their Preſence. was not deſir ed. . N d REL Wes 
| Od ©, Ebenezer Tinthom Ce Tinkbant” 
{ Obadiah Sampſon | Fobn Cab 
Lemuel D | John Cobb, jun. 
ing ne 1.4 4385 EY 031403 MT Jonathan ò mith, jun. 
What follow'd upon the Excluſion of theſe Brethren, appears from the De- 
claration of Mr. N. Chir, who wras one of the Members that had hitherto 
kept to the Meeting Houſe, and who withdrew with the Reſt into the other 
Room, as follows. Deacon Barrow, after Prayers, told them, that he had 
« one Queſtion to.aſk them all one by one; and that was, Whether they 


Note, The Male adult Members of the Church were above 100. 
a & would 
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<<. vnd haut any'T hing more to de with the Church Upon this they anfwer'd 
<<, one after another, that they would not;—At laſt the Queſtion'was propoſed * 
te to me, I told them Yo, Init fand by the. Churth, &c. Capt. Nada 
„ Southwarth preſently reply'd and ſaid, then it won't do for Brother Clarke to 
<< be in our Company: Upon which they deſit' d me to withdraw. LAnd it 
is à conſiderable Confirmation of the Truth of this Teſtimony, that as' Won 'as ' 
Mr. Clarke: came out from among them, he told this; with Tears in hie Eyes, 
to the Brethren in the other Room. And the Aſter- Conduct of theſs-ſepara- ' 
ting Brethren alſo make it manifeſt . For they agreed to ſend for a Couneil of 
five Churches to ſit on the ſame Day with the other Council; and in their Let- 
tets· miſſiwe they ſet themſelves u the Church, calling themſelves the land- 
ing Part, and have ever ſince acted as ſuch:— Which I look upon as the Be- 
ginning of the Schi/m in this ancient Church; the Church having *till this 
Time to deal with. the Precin& only, and not with another Church ſet up in 
Oppoſition to them. ; . 

The Church having ſent out their Letters, according to the Vote of Jan. 
28. a Council of five Churches convened on Feb. 12.—- And ſoon after our 
embodying, we reecived a Meſſage from the Council of the oppoſite Party, 
deſiring a Conference with ul. This we | took into ſerious Conſideration; and 
finally declinꝰd it for theſe Reaſons.Firſt, We did not ſes what End it could 
anſwer, unleſs we join d with them in a mutual Council. Secondly, And this 
we cbuld not do, uſe we were ſent for upon the patticular Statute” before 
recited, which limits the Council to the Number of three or five Churches, 
and joining with them it would have made us ten. And beſides, the Law 
ſays, that the Council muſt be ſent for by the Church, which they were not, 
but only by a ſmall Number of diſſatisfy' d Brethren.--So that uniting with 
them (if we had unanimouſly agreed to Mr. Conant's Settlement) would have 
overſet the whole- Proceeding, as founded upon the Law of the Province. 
Agreeable hereto, we ſent them an Anſwer in Writing, ſignifying our Non+ 
compliance, and giving the Reaſoh,-And preſently after ſent this Meſſage to 

the Precinct Committee. * | . to H e Sera hw 


To Benjamin Whit, Elq;: Capt. Ebenezer Morten, and Mr. Fackh Les 
Commitie? of the Eaſt PrecnEs — to be communicated —_— 


£«« Whereas the Elders and Meſſengers of five Churches are convened in 
£ Council in ſaid PrecinR, at the Deſire of the Church there, to adviſe them 
c under their Difficulties, particularly with Reſpect to their Choice of Mr. 
«© Sylvanus Conant, to the paſtoral over them, wich which Choice the 
«« Precinct nonconcurr d. Theſe are to notify you and all Perſons cencern'd, 
«« that they give in their Objections againſt the aforeſaid Choice (if any they 
« have) to the ſaid Council, at the Houſe'of Madam T hacher in faid-Preci 
cc by nine of the Clock To-Morrow Morning, that ſo the Council may con- 
c ſider the ſame, agreeable to the Law of thisProvince in that Caſe provided. 
Feb. 12. 1744+  Nathanael Lemard, Moderator. 
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Upon the Receipt of this, the Preeinct Committee eame into the Council, 
and declared that they were now ready to give in what they had to offer to 
uu, and they laid in the following Bar to our Proceeding. 


% Theſe may inform the ſtanding Committee of the Church, as call 
<< themſelves, that they have not given us ſufficient Time by Law in their Notifi- 
cc cation to us to call the Inhabitants of the Precindt together to give in their 
4 Objections againſt concurring with the- Churuh, in their elected Paſtor; 


and therefore we cannot lay the Precinct's Objections before! them. 


. Dated at Middlebore', ', us Tomſon, J Committee of the 
Feb.'12. 1744. | Benjamin White, {eatery Precinct 
| 4 . -- » Ebenezer Morton. ) in Middleberough, 


b . 118 — f 


To which the Council return'd this Anſuer. 


4 To the Committee, c.  MAdiddleboro', Feb. 12. 1744. 
«© Theſe are to inform you, that the Council have conſider'd the Bar you 
c laid in againſt their further Proceedure; and upon it have ſearched the Law 
ec of the Province reſpeQing Precinct Meetings, and can't find that it is neceſ- 
ce fary the Preeinct ſhould have 15 Days Warning, in order to bring in their 
«« Objections to a. Council, in Caſe of Non»concurrence with the Church's 
C Choice of a Paſtor, but that a leſs Time will ſuffice ; and therefore we have 
<c. determined to proceed to a Hearing of the Caſe; and if you have any 
6 Thing further to lay before us, we are ready to receive it. 
"40 | + + \Nathanael Lenau, Moderator. 
| | peer (#41 oof Bultiy: 120 tMW¾ ; „ SIA VC 
It appear'd to us, even by their own - Confeflion, that (according to Law- 
reckoning ) they had 13 Days Warning by a written Inſtrument; and it was 
16 Days between the Church Meeting and the Council; and the Votes of the 
Church were no Secret. - And in ſuch Cafes it is ſuppoſed, that rational Men 
will have their Objections ready and not to ſeek :—= They ſhould have given them 
in at the Time of their Non-concurrence with the Church's Election; for they 


are in the Nature of Things ſuppoſed to exiſt before, or they acted irrationally 


in non concurring. But if they did not give them in then, why did they not 
do it in the three Months that the Church waited upon them? Or ſuppoſing 
theſe Opportunities ſlipt, were not 13 Days quite ſufficient to get the Precinct 


together, if they had inclin'd to do it? How often are Societies called together 


at a ſhorter Warning; and that ſometimes even by the Order of the General 
Gourt to give in their Reaſons, when new Townſhips or PrecinQts are petition'd 
for ?-—It appears then, that this was only a Quibble, to hide their Want of 
weighty Objections. 0 5 12:34 12 | 
February 13. A. M. The Precin& Committee came again into the Council, 


and wholly declin'd * ch Odjections befere us; ſtill inſiſting upon their 


Plea in Bar as ſufficient. We proceeded then to a Hearing of the Caſe from 
the Church Committee; and after their Withdraw, upon mature Conſidera- 
tion, came unanimouſly into the following Reſult, which we publiſh'd. 1 
3 6c 
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07, Caunal of fre Churches, ire Ag eiche . 
Church of Plympton, tho Churches of dt/cheraugh, Hallifgx, ang, the) fpurth 
<6 of Bridgewater, met in - Middlebors'. firſt Frecinct, Feb. 12.. 1 44+, at * 
„ Nefſite of the Church there, to adviſe them under their \Difficu ties; 
4 culart with Reſpect to their Choice of Mr, Syluanunt Conant to the, 
«© Office over them;. with which Choice the Precinct non · concurr — — 
«< After repeated Addreſſes to the, Throne of Grace,, and a full Hearing of 
hat the Church bad to lay before us; and the Objections laid in hy the 
«© Precin Committee againſt our Proceeding, (which Committee were no- 
« tify'd and Jefir'd to notify others to bring in whatever Objections they bad 
e "againſt the Church's Hection of ſaid Mr. Gonent ) came into the" following 
Reſult, purſuant to the Law of the Province in thusCaſe provided. CHAP, 
{66 IX. Anno Gulieimi III. imd. 
I. That this Council do not find way Thing d in by Way of Objection 
ce or Allegation, that is a ſufficient Bar to invalidate the Church's Choice of 
„ Mr. Sylvanus Conant as their Paſtor, or to prevent hisSettlement among them. 
„And therefore the Council approve of ſaid Election, and adviſe the 
Church immediately to proceed to bis Settlements he accepting an Invita- 
8 tion they have given him. 
= II. The Church being aſked the Reaſon why they left the Macting- Houſe ? 
5 returned this Anſwer, which we judge: ſufficient to juſtify them, viz. B.- 
4 77 the Precinft aſſumed the Power rage: ary wy a Candidate for the Church, 
6 and excluded the — which the Church had provided. | 
„ Finally, We adviſe the Church to the — of Love and Tenderneſs 
4% towards theirBrethren of thePrecinct, and to followPeace andHolineſs, with- 
out which noMan ſhall ſee theLord.—And we would earneſtly intreat thoſe, 
«© that have not hitherto ſeen their Way clear to concur with the Church in 
their Choice, to conſider the woful Effects of Diviſion and Separation; 
«© and to examine themſelves as to the Grounds and Motives of acting as they 
« do; and ſee to it that they take no Steps, that will prove Bitterneſs in the 
% End.—Brethren, Our Hearts Defire and Prayer to GOD for you is, That 
«© you may all be united in Love, and that GOD would pour out his Spirit 
„ upon you, and his . e ee 'e e . in 


% the Lord. 5 
Th Haviland Tame, Y 24944 | | Nathanael 1 
Thomas Craade, TT * Habijab Weld, I - 
e Cubman, mathan Parker, 
"lt ames 7 4 „ n 106244 e ee Gee 


The other Gouncll callad by the Dillatafy'd came alſo into a Reſult, where- 


in they implicitly conſented to their being the Church, or, as the Phraſe is, 
8 ing them in all their Proceedings, and co the 
Church, id nothing before them, - appears by the ſeveral Con- 
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cel. That notwithſtanding the Plea made by the Brethren ( who fiyle them- 
e ſelyes the Church) to thep̃reeinct, vis.” That it is their Priviledge to choofe 
their Paſtor; it would have been regular, proper, and prudent for the Com- 

«© mittees of the Church and Preeinct to have united in ſupplying the Pulpit 
e with proper Perſons, from en might have made their Llections, 


ec eſpecially when it was earneſtly defir'd by ſaid PrecinQ;. ot! 
4% II. It appears to this Council; That the Brethten, (Who ſtyle themſelves 
4 the Church) had no ſufficient Reaſon to withdraw from their Brethren in 
*« the Worſhip of GOD at the publick Meeting: Houſe, to uphold a ſepa- 
"<6 rate Meeting by themſelves. LYLE 2 D 289 4 hit 11k 9 
C III. We apprehend that the Church Meeting, of which the Rev. Mr. 
% John Cotton of . Hallifax was Moderator, when Mr. Sykvanus Conant was 
4 called to the paſtoral Office, was irregular 3 fince'it appears that Deacon 
<6 _— Barrow was choſen the /anding Moderator of the Church during the 
ve Vacancy, PAD: | | £20002", gy £0 
«© IV, We are of Opinion that the ſtanding Part of the Church ( as they 
t ſtyle themſelves ) with the Preeinct, are to be juſtify'd in non- concurring 
4 the Church's Choice of Mr. Conant to be their Paſtor, 1 

« V. If the Church, (as they ſtyle themſelves ) perſiſt in their Choice of 
<« Mr, Conant to be their Paſtor, we adviſe that the ſtandingPatt of the Church 
6 (as they call themſelves) with the Precinct, do proceed by proper Steps, in 
< the Choice and Settlement of an able, learned, and orthodox Miniſter of the 
«© Goſpel among them. e. In, 

« VI. Nevertheleſs if Mr. Conant ſhall and do negative the Call given him 
ce tothe paſtoral Office, and leave this People, we adviſe that the wholeChurch 
t and Precinct do unite in the Settlement of a Goſpel Miniſter among them, 
6 and in all regular Methods preparatory thereto.” n HELI . 

The (burches in whoſe Name this Reſult were ſigned, were the ſecond 
Church of Scituate, the Church of Pembroke, the ſecond Church of Rehoboth, 
and the third Churches of Bridgewater and Plymouth, © 


Sometime after this, Mr. Conant accepted the Call of the Church; and a 
Council of fix Churches were convened for his Ordination, Adarch 27. 1745. 
After the Council was opened, a Paper was brought in ſigned by the precinct 
Committee and fifteen difatisfy'd Brethren ( ſome of which liv'd out of the 
Precin& ) containing three Reaſons of their Diſſent in theſe Words. 


« 1, Had the Church ( as you call them in your Reſult *) been really the 
“Church; yet, Gentlemen, as you acknowledge that the Precin&-non-con- 
<c curr'd the Vote of the Church, were you not obliged from a conſcientious 
«© Regard to Peace, to have deferr'd Mr, Conant's Settlement, till the Church 


* 


= - l Item 75 Lim 244 
N. B. Four of the Churches now met were of the former Council z. 
12. to which were added the Churches of Raynham, and the ſecond of 
Bridgewater. ; (1121404 80-4 ſa 34483 4 4 
25 & had 
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4 had uſed their ũtmoſt Endeav o with the Precin&.ooThis we 
4 think the Peace and Order of the Goſpel of the bleſſed who is the 
% Head of the Church and the Prince of Peace, calls for: But as your Reſult 
« ſeems to have a greater for the Letter of the Law, than for the 
6% Peace und Order of the 3 them to be; the. Church, we 
«© ought to have had. the Notice which the Lam allow d un, to ge in wir 
4% Exceptions and Allegationa; which Notice. we . d'of which 
you were informed by the Committee of the Preciact. 207 zd * 
„„ II. They wers not the Church, Gentlemen, — pou: then to fl in 
4. Ceunci, and now to the ſolemn Tranſaction of ordaining Mr. Canan, 
<«c- vhich you ſeem to be \convehed-upon::; — 2 — have our - Opinion 
« ſupported by the Fudgment\of a venerable convened. in .this/ Town at 
„ the ſame Time, who condemned their Withdraw, fram their Reethrem in 
<6, the: Worſhip of GOD, and 1 the Charth in ſtanding by the: Procee- 
ding of the Precinct; thoſe Right they ( as well at 0ur;ſebves ) appribend it was 
«© to fupply the Pulpit; I Right was the Reaſon of aur rod ; Withdraw. 
4 III. The Reſult of the Council, on which intended Ordination is 
« founded, we take to be not . an N upon the Rights of 
4 Chriſtians, but alſo a great Rights of Mankind in general K 
as it juſtifies; not only a Wi — of the ſtatad War 
« GO „which by the Law, of the — are obliged to main — 
4 keep ud; but alſo would oblige us eſpecially to. pay — for denn 
<< nothing as we know of, and 10 maintain A Minitzer to defend us from the 
„% Law N nal Mn, 205 90g NE 7-02 anne - 
l: won £160 nid nul R e ebend - 
i; end dancin Papas ne eaten by. the Precin Committes, wis. Tory 
of Record, giving an Account, that the. ſtanding Part of the Church, with 
8 Nin. Themes Weld a Call to the palſeral Olfies: over them 
on March 1 
The Council having, weighed the Reaſons above, and peruſed the P 
which were laid before the former Council, vated: — ave that they 
were no ſufficient Bar againſt our proceeding to ene Ordination. And 


then ſent the following Meſſage to the 


«T the Precinct Committee 2 that have laid Objections againft 
a « the Sedlement of Mr, Su, Con in this Pace, 


20 


pers particular to alledge agaioft him, ag many ire that you 
Prey lb to his Settlement We intreat you to conſider the Conſe- 
ve of your Oppoſition, both with Reſpect to yourſelves and this Place 3 
.. beg you Ot, EI ENS 


> 


. 11. 


1 


E conidey'd your Objentio, DD NERO LETT i 
they were no ſufficient Bar to our 8 and therefore we 
ſe to proceed.—We obſerve, that you | 


as follows. 


Lay to confirm our Opinion. 
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44. Chureh in his Afar May the Lord direct you in the Ways of Peace! and 
＋ 1 


4 Holineſs In the Name of the Counted! ) ode f vichy 44 
5 10 7 l HE Ca DIY I 105 23114 2015 it 1 Habijab 21, Mod. 
=» 4 69.77 24 


| 6 7 1 hs | 7 3 * 
i 9 { os « 3. 8411 4 15 71 9 1 223363 a 
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Then Mr. Crnont was, called in, who gavp am Agent of his Prineiples and 


Chriſtian Experiences, to the Satisfaction bi the CHunc ii. Ius 

Aſter this, the Precinct Committe return d tothe Council, and pleaded, 
«© That the Chur ch Committee had not notify d them of the Ordination, by 
<« ſerving them with a Copy of the Letters miſſive; and deſir d a Copy, that 
% they might be the better capable of making their Deſence: which was 
granted. And with the Copy, this additional» Meſſage was ſent them: If 
4 you, or any one vf the Precmet, have any thing further to lay beſore us, 
cc we tefire you to do it by eight or nine Clock this Evening ; otherwiſe 
c we ſhall: proceed to the Ordihation tomorrow eight o' Clock in the Fore- 
4% noon.“ —[n the Evening about ten o Clock, the Committee lodged their 
Anſwer with ſome of the Council; and next Morning it was read in Publick, 

h de Ctr 110 hauuosd 28 i mite & 5 | 


P6212 30:3 N7GYU emen AK viii JO 9% 533 Agr e tl hs 
1192 61 „% Te the benerable Council; rc. e 3 ene 
66 WE hve received your Reply to whit we put in, as a Bar to your pre- 
4% ſent Proceedings; whereiti you tell us, That you can't but admire 
<< at our Oppoſition to Mr. Couam's Settlement: We muſt beg Leave, Gen- 
ce tlemen, in our Turn, to admire that you ſhould be fo fond of ſettling a 
66 Man over the Party for whom you are Agents, when that very Party has 
„ cenceded to a fundamental Objection of our's, viz. That we had not the 
« Time the Law allowed us; to make our Exceptions; and conſequently 
e have acknowledged it to be valid Have you the ſeaſt Shew of Reaſan to 
« act in this Manner, when yout Conſtituents have nd/Anſwer to make to us 
c in Juſtification of their Conduct? Sure Gentlemen, you won't pretend to 
&« find an Excuſe for this Conduct of their's, when they can't ſtumble upon 
« any for chemſelves ! In*this Inſtance, we can neither trace out the Steps of 
c the Law, nor the Geſpel. 2 09 znib ze me nige WY ien D cc 

ce You have defir'd us, Gentlemen, or any one of the Precinct, that if ur 
6 have any Thing further to lay before you, to do it by eight or nine of the 
« Clock:—lt is true, Gentlemen, that three or four Hours is a very ſhort 
« Time to make ſome Anſwers; but in this Caſe, we think it long enough. —. 
<< Therefore we ſhould be glad to know, what Law allows the Exception of 
any one Perſon, to an Affair of this Nature, to be of any Validity? —But 
tc ſince you have given us Liberty to offer õur private Judgments, Ad have 
cc alſo intimated your Deſire to know what is to he alledged againſt the Mo- 


c rals of Mr. Conant ; we would juſt fay, That the hzading of a Party, and en- 


% couraging Diviſim among chriſtian Brethren, are Acts of a very immoral Na- 
« ture, and we can't but apprehend that this has been his Conduct: But 
cc this, Gentlemen, is only our private Judgment, and we would dy no Meam 
<< offer it as the Judgment of the Precinẽt, without the Time allowed them by 
7 1 11 5.0 of bus 3 


« We 
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kom Pr you the Condued of the deins Spirit in every thing 


you engage ee » baffitcr Paier 7 at ur; d acer len '» 


do witli 9 io $0912 V yo 05 0 Of Wh Nt 2 To 7 Cees ef de 
: d Is Eaſt Frecindt 
dſo 4741 of $0494 wan — an. 


All the Foundajon for 425 Rut Para 22 Aa of as Arie wes oh; 25 
hen th g the 
12 Tus C e ag 44 2 WES 


well — with the Affair, that it was needleſi to make 
The Point had been fully conſider'd and ſettled in 2 ruler Rp A 


they looked upon it as now coming TH of — But if any of the — 


Members deſir d. to. he DEL the Aff Fney 175 Pa brought up 


the Pap ers, lodge (With the Hiſt. ni, boy , expe 
e wauld be 48. ere. aft mi "4/9 R 
Fe : 5 i nete 4 5 Morals; "Viz. Hes 1 
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25 


latter P re with 
a Party, and encouraging Diviſion, c, Or * one of the Coninilttes | expreſs'd if 
verbally before the Council, his hraging # 18 * 3 was, as Feen as the for- 
mer, as. will be ſhewn in it's proper 

ta ce after Air Wee of this his Pier, Ren ws A birth ring of 

Parties.:, 057 d it bei ing partic al jected, * Tha we ah at 
05 on with grea Perc Are and ot uſed Tl Labs reg 
« a Union with the, Precinct. —lt was reply'd to this Effect, *« 
e deavoury had been uſed, but.in vain z particularly one of the Precin& Com 
” mitte had 7505 iſcours'd,with laſt Summer for that End, but he declar'd 
7 r 1075 e ons 0 7275 it ſetthd ame them, than a Neu- 
Lark termed L. / 12 own'd before the Coupcil, and Juſ- 
77 705 | it, and . 2 7 70 nfs. j nd gave this Reaſon, for 1 
bad been in areign Parts, and Tas inves i Principles of the 17 a a” 
knew better 1 to limit them 3 but the New-Lights kept changing ho of 
could not tell what 19 de with them. And herein he . 
out by another of the Committee. 

It was declar'd further to this Purpoſe, 1 That they had diſcourſed with 
< others of the leading Men, in order to Peace, but that they declar d, that 
& New-Li 25 ſhould eyer ſettle I them, G. Whpercupe n 
« further Endeavours, as ſeeing ikelihood of an Accolades ion, and 
% purſued ſuch Meaſures as Reafon and Conſcience directed to. 

The Parties withdrawing, the Council 3 further upon the Matter, 
and after Conſultation, ſent this Anſwer, 

v9 To (he; Committee of the eaſt, Freriat l in Mddleberagh. * 
40 ASto what you offer in your laſt Paper againſt Mr. — Morals, 

| apprehend it no ſufficient Bar to his Ordination; for, — —— as 
e the Precinct, with the ſtanding Part of the Church, as they call themſelves, 
« have owned in their Paper of f ObjeRions offer'd in to this Council, that the 
66 Reaſon 


2 
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6. Reaſon of the Witbdrw er Bepa tion of the Church, as/ they call them- 
« ſelves, was, becauſe the Precin&t inſiſted upam it o1:their Narbe te the. 
c Hulhit, when it (was the: CHurch's Right to 215 it, by Vertue Tu t w of 
«© God, as explain H in the Flagerm, and by the . of the Province; "od 
6 the Church not bring a Party, Mr. Conant being with the Church, can't be 
« Jook'd upon as heading a Party. 

% And as for what was er offered to us, either in Word or Writing 
&« this Day * 4; Ya look up nit as of no Validity ur Weight; and there- 
& fore think qur Way clear ts ” on with the Ordi atio n immediately —And 
ve the Place FEE upon for . carfying on the ion is at or near the 


« Meeting rh the Naw of the Council. 
el 2 | Habjjah Weld, Mod, . 


© Upon the dien of this, ald Ike's we "ah ol Motion t go to the 
Meeting: Houſe 1 of the Committee came in and defit'd, 6 Ter 
« much as we-had iven ave ts any y private Member of the Precinct to to 4 25 
« in Objections, ave 40 meet, Har ſome of them mi ght be admitted 
dc ſpeak for themſelves: — But apprehending, that the 275 was . W 
ſpin out the Time, to prevent the Ordination that Week, (we bein 
ar NI ef the Committee * ſaid, that nes 10 ahh. there "ti Fo | 
| 6d oP Nan ſecing they on 1 with d $1 r laft Paper, I and, 
bean wait upon t em a Day 10 505 Ia bal and the Count having voted to 
proceed to the Ordination immediately, the Moderator declared that the Re- 
queſt could not be granted. The Council then went to the ceting-Houſe 
about one a Clock, deſigning to 7.77 on the 'Ordinati In upon the Green ad- 
joining thereto; but the oppoſite Party makin 1 e to thoſe that were 
building a Platform for the Miniſters, and ting ang oe neil's Proceeding 
br Penh back to Nia 
Thacker's are upon our 1 94 the 8. Dew. 82 procecded . 
2 from 7, Jer. 3. 15. Then Mr. 


— voted to receive him as a Member; and then, at | the Motion of the 
Rev. Moderator Mr. Va, the Church renew'd their Can of Mr. Comant to 
the paſtoral Office over them, and Mr. Conant renew'd his Acceptance in the 
Preſence of the Council. Mr. u then pray'd and gave the Charge, and he 
and Meffi. Leonard, Wales, Shaw, and Cotton aſſiſted in laying on o Hands. 
Mr. Leonard pray'd after the Charge, and I gave the Ri = and of Fellow- 
2 Then fung Pſalm 132. 13,---=---- 18. and Mr. C os the Ble- 


- 


7— — — F wa 


Wo I haye tad an Account of what what was contain'd —— 
| deſign d to bring in, from one to whom Mr. gra arg #1 it; 2 
perceiv d ĩt was more impertinent and trifling than the laſt 
but a meer Banter n to them wed marr if hey think i 
deſerves a Publication, Thu 
$ 
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Thus you have « ſummary Account of the Steps taken in re-ſettling the Goſ-' - 
pel in this firſt and ancient Church of Afrddleberough. 

Some may perhaps lay Blame to Mr. Cimant for being ſo fand of ſettling a- 
mong ſuch a divided People, and paſſing thro' ſo much Difficulty and Oppoſi- 
tion upon that Account: Why did he not Jeave them, will they ſay ? £ 

I anſwer, *T'was not a Fondueſi for ſettling; hut Conſcience that induced him. 
Eis natural Inclinations were at firſt avetſe to it, as I have Reaſon to believe; 
and if he had ſound that the Re/ſentments of the People had been levell'd at him 
particularly, and that they would have been eaſy under the Miniſtrations of 
any other — was agreeable to the Church, he would have left them at once; 
but ſeeing them reſolute to ſhut out all the Friends of the Reformation, he at 
laſt tho't himſelf obliged to ſtand by an oppreſſed Church. —His Reluctance ap- 
pear'd in his denying to preach to them the ſecond Sabbath on Probation, till 
urged to it by ſome he adviſed with :—And after — —— 
of the Precinct, Octob. 25. he writ a Letter to the Committee, ſig- 
nifying, that the Difficulties were ſo great among them, that he declin'd ſupplying 
them any longer ; and left them for ſome Time, *till by Importunity he was 
prevail'd upon to return again,—And in the mean Time he had Invitations 
elſewhere, where he might have eſcaped ſuch Difficulties :—But he could not 
withſtand the mournful Cries of a diſtreſs'd Flock; but at laſt conſented to 
ſettle, I believe greatly to the Prejudice of his temporal Intereſt ; he ſtanding 
as fair for a Pariſh, as moſt young Men on the Stage. 

Again, it may be ſuggeſted, Why did the Councils adviſe to his Settlement, 
and proceed to ordain him ?—Would it not have tended more to Peace, to 
have dropt this Choice, and made further Trial? I anfwer, This we ſhould 
readily have adviſed to, if any Proſpect had appear'd of their being more united 
in another; but as Thi NK we could ſee no Likelihoods of it When 
the Church gave young Mr. T bacher a Call, the Precinct Party (as they are 
ſince called) ftrenuouſly oppoſed his Settlement. And Mr. Conant was as un- 
exceptionable a Candidate as we could think of; he never being charged by 
any Party with that Raſhneſs and running into Extremes, which ſome other 
zealous young Men have been charged with; and the People of Middlebers' 
having no Exceptions againſt him perſonally :—And 1 him meerly 
| becauſe called a New Light, this Principle would equally them to reject 
ol the ſame Character; and the Church tho't it their Duty to ſettle ſuch a one. 
What Proſpect then of more Peace, if they made ever. ſo many Trials ?—It 
ſeem'd rather to us, that they would have been more and more divided ftill, - 
till they had crumbled to Pieces, —l have Reaſon to think, that the Precin& 
Party, at leaſt the Heads of them, were reſolved from the Beginning to have a 
Miniſter in their own Sentiments, ot to divide. into another Society; their 
Speeches arid Actions ſeem'd to import this all along: Deacon Wd, accor- 
ding to my beſt Remembrance, intimated as much to the Church, at their 
Meeting 17. before any Thing was propoſed or diſcours'd either about 
Mr. or Mr. Comant ; yea, before the Church had let their Call of Mr. 
Thacher drop; he ſignified, chat Loop eermen Way they were in (i. e. 26 
I underſtood him, in ſettling a 55 that favour'd theſe Things) they muff 

| | have 
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have twh Miniſters, & c. And at à PreeinQ Meeting Aug. 7. when it was 
moved for the Precin& to ſupply the Pulpit, one of the ancient Members of 
the Church ſpake, and defir'd, that the Candidate which the Church had nomiua- 
ted to preach on Probution might fir/f be heard: The Moderator of the Meeting 
reply d, that he was calld a Ne Light, and they did not wum any ſuch Mah. 
And others teſtify, that at the Hrevinct Meeting, Offs. 22. the Moderator 
ſaid, that here were two Serts of People, an be did not think tiv Fhly that on 


ini ßer would do for them both, or Word te the ſame Purpbſe.—And other Diſ- _ 


courſe, &c, tending the fame Way, might be mentiom d, if twas neceſſary. 
But.if a Diviſion was ſo early deſigned, in Caſe they could not be pleaſed 
in a Miniſter; Why didn't the Parties divide peaceably, and not keep jangling 
in vain ?—I anſwer, What prevented I believe was this ; they apprehended on 
both Sides, that it would lay them under Diſadvantage as to the 2 
(which is very large) to be the Szperate? ; and therefore eontinued the longer 
together, endeavouring each to make themſelves the faming Party.— Again, 
it will be ſaid, Did not Mr. 7 profeſs before the Council, h if they would 
defer the Ordination, he would uſe all poſſible Meats for a Reconciliation I an- 
ſwer, That ſomething of this Nature was aid ; but he did not mention any 
particular Plan of Accommodation, neither did he offer to let the Call of Mr. 
Meld drop; neither did this general Spbeeh feem' conſiſtent with his other 
more particular Declarations, and with his former and preſent Management; 
he being the chief, if not the ſole Canſe of the Claſh between the Church and 
Precin&t.—And further, the Church were apprehenſive, that they only wanted 
the Ordination deferr'd, to have an Opportunity of getting their Miniſter 
ordain'd firſt ;—And what increas'd their Jealouſy in this Reſpect, was, th 
the Council of the Diſſatisfy'd were''adjourn'd to an uncertain Time; ſo that” 
they might be called together at a Days Warning: — And what could be the 
End, tho't they, of ſuch an Adjournment, but to be ready at ſuch a critical 
Juncture as this ?—And befides, if Mr. 7— had been in Earneſt for a Re- 
conciliation, why didn't he make his Propoſals to the Church during the fix 
Weeks, that interven'd between the two Councils, and before they had given 
Mr. Held a Call. | ; % %% edle esd aft tt rt aft | 
Before I proceed to what was conſequent! upon the Ordination, I would 
make one Remark further, and that is, that what was publiſh'd in the Evening 
_ Poſt, as ſaid by a Member or two of the Ordination Council to the Precin 
Committee, was a groſs. Pervertion or Miſrepreſentation of their Words, not to ſay 
4 wilful Falſhood, 3 3 4 N Deen, | 1 1 . 
Some little Time after the Ordination, Mr. Conant ſent a Letter to the 
Preeinct Committe, requeſting the Liberty of the Pulpit as Miniſter of the 
Pariſn.— To which they return'd this Anſ wer. | 


To Mr. S. Conant at Middlebore'. 
= 1 wy hy 6-4 HO WES 27:3 £ Midulebors, 12. 1745. 
« ] T is prepofed in ſacred Writ, Shall there be Evil in the City, and the 
% Lord hath-not dine it — We ate far from drawing a Concluſion from 


2 hence, 
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6. hence, that God is the Apthar. of ini but dives; it has. plaaſad him; in ys 
- 4 allwiſe Providence, to permit you to aſſume the Character of a Miniſter in 
« this Town, we would therefore humbly reſent the Frowns of the divine 
Conduct herein. And in this Caſe, we would not only eye his ſavereign 
* Pleaſure; but we would alſo confidet the Inſtruments he has employ'd to 
« execute it: And ſince you have been pleas d to acknowladge, that you have 
„ had a Hand in this unhappy Affair, we think it our Duty, to mark them 
© which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, and avoid .them—We hope that our Con- 
-«« duct towards you, while you continue in this Town, will be like Gentle- 
„ men, (not that we can charge our ſelves with any other,) and that 

Spirit of the Goſpel will be ſo clearly evidenc'd in our Behaviour, as to for- 


<< give even our Enemies, altho we may cenſure and defend our ſelves againſt 
ited 4 19- 8 CE. 


* their Practices. PR 2927 131 I 1 i rc) 11% 1 & gern 

% As to your bumble; Requeſt. of having the Liberty of the Pulpit, we 
% muſt tell you, Sir, (altho' yau may know it already) that it is ſupply's by 
« a worthy Gentleman; and that we cannot in . Juſtice to the Precinct, and 


« our own Conſciences, grant you this Liberty; and therefore we abſolutely 


6 refuſe it :—But as to the Meeting Houſe, the Doors have been conſtantly 


« open'd every Lord's Day, and ſound and orthodoxPreaching been provided, 


4 for thoſe who have had any Inclination to hear. it; and the Caſe is fill 
cc the ſame. 1 | ' | T | Ga 3W 55 . 
«© We don't think hard, Sir, of your Requeſt, but we. judge it highly im- 
6 proper; and therefore ſhall forbear enlarging, and aſſure you, that notwith- 
6 ſtanding your ill Treatment of us, we are your ſincere Well-wiſhers. 


Ju Ten, ) } Committee of the 
rr 44 enjamin White, . y Eaſt Precinct in 
Ebenezer Morton, J Milldleborough: 


It is an old Maxim, Dolus latet in univerſalibus : — The Charges againſt 
Mr. Conant lie entirely in Generals; the Committee tell him of his ill Treat- 
ment of them; but do, not ſay wherein :—And they accuſe him, as a Fomenter 
of Diviſions ;—But I believe, that to ſave their Lives, they could not then have 
told of one Inſtance in his Conduct tending this Way, except in General they 
| call his Preaching in the Place an Encouragement of Diviſions ; which might as 

juſtly be ſaid of any Man's Preaching there, whether in or out of the Meeting 
Houſe, as long as the People were in various Sentiments about the Times. 

Mr. Canant's People for ſome Months after the Ordination continued to meet 
at Mrs, Thacher's ; but perceiving themſelves utterly ſhut out from their for- 
mer Place of Worſhip, they have fince erected a large Meeting Houſe, where 
ou two Thirds or more of the old Society or Precinct, tis ſaid, now uſually 

The Precinct, and the few Brethren of the Church with them, have pro 
ceeded to the Settlement of Mr, * whom they gave a Call to before Mr, 


——_— —ů — "24 
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u', Ordination - Tho Cbaneil met for his Inſtalment Ob. 2, laſt; and 
the Chureh laid in Objections againſt the Proceeding, as follows. 


n The firſt Church of Chriſt in Middlebore', to the Rev. Moderator of the 
4% Council, to be communicated to the reſt of the Rev. Members thereof, 
„now ſitting in the eaſterly Precin& in Miduliboro . 3 


„ Reverend, Honoured and Beloved, © WET LES | 
cc H Aving heard that you are aſſembled, with a Deſign to ſet a Paſtor 

5 ce over a few Members of this Church; theſe are therefore to in- 
form you, that according to the Platform for Church Government gene- 


| ©. rally receiv'd by theſe Churches, and according to the Laws of this Pro- 


6 vince, we have a Paſtor ordainꝰd. We do therefore, as à diſtreſſod Church 
of Chtiſt, moſt humbly intreat you to forbear ; yea, we do in the Fear of 
God forbid'your ſitting a Paſtor over thoſe few Brethren (at whoſe Requeſt 
«you are come here) or any ſmall Number of our Members, till they are 
* in a regular and orderly Manner diſmiſs'd, and drawn off from us. 
„Kev. Gentlemen, | 25 * Munten 
We humbly intreat you to be tender (and we hope you will) of the Pri- 
s vileges of Chriſt's Church, and not do any Thing interfering therewith ; 
«© as we apprehend it will be, if you ſet up a ſmall Number of our Brethren 
« as the Church. Will not this be in Effect to unchureh and excommunicate 
<< all the Reft ? Will not this be to ſay, we have forfeited our Right to all 
“ Church Privileges ?—PFor if we have no Right to vote, we have none to 
& partake, &c.—And what will be the Conſequence of this, but the braaking 
KF! up of Churches,” and introducing all Manner of Confuſion in the Land ?— 
«© For if a ſmall Number of diſſatisfy d Members may be ſetup for the Church, 
« and the Majority excluded, in one Place; why not in another ?—lf this 
«© may be practic'd at Middlebors', why not in your own Churches, if a Coun- 
ce cil in the ſame Sentiment with the Diſſatisfy'd there, will but give Counte- 
« nance to it ?—And what a Door will this open? | 
If any ſhould ſay, We have unchurch'd our ſelves by moving from the 
6 uſual Place of Worſhip ; and ſo incapacitated our ſelves of uſing and im- 
e proving the Privileges that once belonged to us.— We anſwer, If it if al- 
4 Jow'd, that worden Walli are the Band of Church Union, and the only 
« Place of the Church's exerciſing her sg (for our Conduct was 
« agreeable with and conſequent upon a former Church Vote, viz. that we 
«6 would hear the Candidate that we had invited) then we have unchurch'd our 
“e ſelves, and forfeited our Right to Church Privileges ; but not elſe, —If this 
ec be to unchurch or break up a Church, then a Church can act nothing au- 
4e thoritatively only in the public Place of Worſhip ;—And if ſo, what is 
cc become of a great Part of the Church's of this Land, (all that ever met, 


and eſpecially ſuch as have made it their Practice to meet as a_ Church, 


6 without the Walls of the Meeting Hauſe ? ) Why —They have unchurch'd 
ec themſelves, Whereas we apprehend, that no Church can unchurch ray 
«+ » \ : | * * 0 o e ves, 


* 


the }-.:. 


tc ſelyes, any other Way, than by going off from the Fundamentals of Reli- 
6“ gion, 75 abandoning Chriſtianity, which none pretend to charge upon us. 
cc 


* | 
If any ſhould ſay, that tho” we have not unchurch'd our ſelves ; yet a 
“ Council has Authority to do it, and give a few Members the Name of the 
„ Church,—We anſwer, We can't find that Chriſt has given any ſuch Au- 
6 thority to Cauncils: To be ſure our Conſtitution knows nothing of it; 
for the Method the Platform preſcribes, eyen where a Church is really 
s corrupt, and a Number of Members are diſſatisfy'd, is, for other Churches 
© to withdraw Communion from that Church, and to-diſmiſs the Diſſatisfy*d 


<< to other Churches, or to diſmiſs and embody them into-a new ChurchState. 


And even this muſt not be done, till the Aggrieved have taken regular 
«« Steps with the offending Church, to convince them of their Error; and 
«© upon Failure of Succeſs, a Proceſs in the third Way of Communion be car- 
& ried on and compleated ; which has not been done here...Nor do we think 
c that (for any of our Conduct or Principles) we deſerve any ſuch Diſcipline. 

«6 Theſe Things, we apprehend, are worthy the deepeſt Confideration, and 
« if duly conſider'd will, we hope, convince you of the unwarrantable Claim 
«© of our Brethren, to the Name and Privileges of the firſt Church in this 
« Town; upon which Foundation they have pretended to act in all their 
4 late Proceedings, —And as you are ſet as Watch-men in the Church, we 
«« defire you to bear Teſtimony againſt ſuch Innovations, and before unhear*d- 
& of Proceedings; and alſo warn our Brethren to return to their Duty; or 
« if they think they can't in Conſcience join with us, to take regular Steps for 
« ſettling the Goſpel among them. gg 

« We for you the divine Direction and Aſſiſtance in this and all 
« Affairs of Chriſt's Kingdom, and reſt your Brethren in the Lord. 

Signed by Ezra Clap, Edmund W:/ton, Samuel Eddy, jun. in the Church's 

f. , 


There was another Paper put into the Council, ſigned by eighteen Mem- 
bers of the Church in their own Names, wherein they give a particular Ace- 
count of the Steps the Church took in ſettling a Miniſter, and of the Conduct 
of the diſſatisfy*d Brethren 3 from which I ſhall ſelect only one or two 


Paſſages, the reſt being interſpers'd here and there in this Narrative. Aſter 


a proper Introduction, they go on and ſay, We would with Humility ab- 
« ſerve to you, that we think the diſlatiafy'd' Brethren, at whoſe Deſire you 
« are come, have been treated by this Church with all the Tendernefs and 
«© Condeſcenſion, which was conſiſtent with a ſteady Adherence to the Truth 
de and Privileges of a Church of Chriſt, -It appears to us, that it was in a 
«« Meaſure for their Sakes,that the Church were willing to forego, and actually 
- 66 did recede from their Choice and Call of a Paſtor to the Miniſtry among us, 
c tho? no reaſonableObjeQion appear'd againſt him: A Condeſcenſion ſcarce- 
60 er in the Hiſtory of the Church, t.. This refers to Mr. P. T. whoſe 
Call the Church receeded from by a publick Vote, before be had _w his 

** b M 32630 er, 
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Anſwer, partly you ſee in Compliance with the oppoſite Party, who appear'd 


as much againſt him as againſt Mr. Conant, 22 -2A 
The ſetting aſide this Call in ſuch a Manner, I look upon as the moſt un- 


Juſlifiable Thing in the whole Conduct of the Church; but yet ſuch a Conde- 


ſcention did not win upon the other Party, but rather ſtrengthen'd them in 
their Oppoſition, and gave them Time to execute their Schemes. 


The Council took but little Notice of the Objections in theſe Papers; but 


ſoon proceeded to the Inſtalment: —And, as I have been inſorm'd, Mr. Weld 
was ſettled conditionally ; he in his publick Anſwer accepting the Call with 
this Proviſo, That if the Difficulties among them became inſuperable, he would he 
at his Liberty to leave them, c. And upon this Anſwer, was ſolemnly ſepara- 
ted to the Work of the Miniſtry among them ; which is a new Method of 
Proceedurs in theſe Churches, —And another "Thing as uncommon was, his be- 
ing ſettled without a Diſmiſſion from any Church; and his not being received 
particularly as a Member, -as well as a Miniſter : — At leaſt there was nothing 
of this Nature appear'd in Publick. 7 tt 

Thus they have two Miniſters ſettled in this firſt Precinct; which I beg the 
great Head of the Church may over-rule to his Glory, and the beſt Good of 
each Society. — And ſeeing they have proceeded fo far, I ſhould be glad if they 
would proceed a little further ; that is to ſay, that the two Societies would 
come to ſome 2222 each to pay their own Miniſter, and to make a pro- 
portionable Diviſion of the Perſonage and other Priviledges ; and not to live in 
a perpetual Broil, to the waſting of their Eſtates, and wounding of their Souls, 
----I am ſatisfy'd that the Majority on the Church's Side, would, for the fake 
of Peace, receed from what they think their Right by Law, and would freely 
came into ſome ſuch Terms as theſe. ' tf oO 

And now upon the whole, the Queſtion is, Which have ated agteable 
to Rule, the Church or Precindt? | 44 ” nter 

I don't doubt but that in the Management of this Controverſy, there has 
been Blame on both Sides, as there is in all Diviſions and Contentions ; and I 
believe, that ſome particular Perſons on the Church's Side, have behaved raſh- .. 
ly and inconſiderately, and given needleſs Provocation to their Brethren of the © 
FrecinR, or ſome of them.—But this I am firmly perſwaded of, that the Church 
have in the main a juſt Cauſe, ſupported by Scripture and Reaſon, and agrea- 
ble to the Sentiments of eur Fore-fathers, and the Conſtitution of theſe 
Churches, as well as the Law of the Province. —To make which evident, is 
the Scope 'of what follows in this Eſſay. 

It has been Matter of Lamentation to good Men, now gone off the Stage, 
to ſee the Propenſity in the laſt and preſent Generation, to leave the Principles 
and Practices of our pious Fore-fathers, not only in reſpe& of Doctrine and 
vital Holineſs, but of Church Order likewiſe, — Dr. IN REAR MATHER 
obſerves: ( and ſays.it was taken Notice of in a Convention of Miniſters ) That 


Deviations from the gad Order, wherein our Churches have, according to the Word 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, been happily eftabliſbed and continued, are' growing upon 


us 
every oy — And ſhall we, ſays he, by Silence betray the: Truth ? When the Inte- 
r 


reſt of Cbriſt is concern'd; Do we not hear that Voice, Who is on the * 8 
| | | | | | ide ? 


* | 
DF: 
side? Who ? I thert nine, that will Handl up for the Churches. of Chri/t ? The 
good Prople in them may then well think, that their Watchmen are all either dead 
ora 


1 particularly with Reſpe& to the Point in Hand, lie propoſes and an- 
ſwers'this Queſtion, Ought all that contribute towards the Maintenance to have 


the Priviledge of voting in the Election of a Paſtor p + Anſw. It would be — 
«© Simonaical the. that this tiered Pribiledge may ve with Mo- | 
6 ney, or that Contribution can entitle to it, For, I. This is againſt the 
„ Scripture, and that in more Relpects than one. — (1.) The Scripture re- 
6 quires all that are taught to contribute to him that is their Teacher, Gal, 6. 
* 6. Hut it does not fay, that all who ate taught ſhall have Power to chooſe 
te a Paſtor for that Church where they are taught. In the primitive Times 
te the Catechumens did many of them contribute to him that was their Inſtruc- 
«© tor, but not one of them all had the Priviledge of voting in the Election of 
« the Church's Paſtor.—(2.) The Word of GOD has given Power to the 
„ Brethren in particular Churches, to chooſe their own Officers, As 1. 26. 
« and 6. 2, 3, 5. and 14. 23. Wherefore to give it others beſides them is not 
« according to the Word of Chrift.-----IL It is _ Reaſon.---For them 
« who have no Right to the Lord's Supper themſelves, to appoint who ſhall 
ebe theDiſpenſer of thatOrdinance to others, is highly irrational.----III. This 
% will deprive particular Churches of that Power which does helong to them, 
« and which Chriſt has purchaſed for them with his own Blood,----To have 
„ Power to chuſe their own Paſtors is an invaluable Privilege. For them to 
« give, or rather to ſell that Priviledge away to all that will contribute, muſt 
t needs be diſpleaſing to the Lord, who has bought it for them at ſo dear a 
«© Rate.—lIt may be the Contributors will be more than twice ſo many as the 
« Brethren of the Church :—So it may eaſily come to paſs, that a Paſtor 
4 ſhall be choſen, and not ſo much as one in the Church that did, or could in 
* Conſcience vote for him.—-So then this Principle is of dangerous Conſe- 
«© quence, —It may ſoon prove fatal and deſtructive to the Churches, and to 
60 Ke Intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them. —The' depriving the Church of this 
9 &« Priyilege is, by Calvin, called, Impia Eccleſie Spoliatis ; a Spoil impiouſiyʒ 
<t' committed on the Church of God. | nere 
And Dr. C. Mather ſays on this Head, «© Tho' the Lato of the Place, 
«© about the chu/ing and ſettling of a Miniſter, (which has had the Royal Sanc- 
«© tion) be a very wholeſome Law, and have much of the Goſpel in it; yet 
, * there grows too much upon the /nhabitants, who are not yet come into the 
% Communion of the Churches, a Diſpoſition to ſuperſede it, and oyer-rule it; 
e many People would not allow the Church any Privilege to go before them, 
ia the Choice of a Paſtor, —The Clamour is, He muſt maintain hin. © 


3 


. 
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© #'TheOrder of theGoſpel. p. 9. + He alludes here to theCuffom in Bon, 
where Miniſters are maintain, d by Contribution; but the Quſtiom equalſy 
reſpeQs thoſe who pay Rates to Minilters, I. [hid 67, 68, 70. $ Ra- 
11 Diſcipl, „ p. 16, — cc 2 my N \ * "ITTx 


Again, 
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Again, he obſerves, © Tis very certain, that the Right of a Church to 


& chuſe its own Paſtor, was recogniz d and exercis'd in all the Times of primitive 


«© Chriftianity ; yea, *twas one of the laſt Things, that the Man of Sin ra- 


« viſt'd from the People of Ged. *. 

But a more full Teſtimony of his is to be found in his Eſſay, entitled, Ad- 
vice from the Watch-Tower In which he offers a particular Catalogue of Ev1L 
Cusrous growing upon us; with certain — the Prevention and Sup- 
preſſion of them, publiſhed 1713.— The 14th evil Cuſtom he mentions is this; 
«© 'Tho* the Læu of the Province, about the chu/ing and ſettling of a Minifler 
in a Town, be a very wholſome Law, and have much of the Goſpel in it; 
yet there grows upon the Inhabitants, who are not yet come in to the Com- 
«© munion of the Churches, a Diſpoſition to ſuperſede it, and over- rule it.— 
«6 The Churches themſelves recede from the Rigour of the Law, with ſo much 


_ *© Condeſcention, as to make a Nomination of more than one, for the Reſt of 


«« the Inhabitants to join with them in their Votes, to determine which of 
«© theſe thus nominated, ſhall be their Miniſter. —And yet the Inhabitants will 
« not accept of their Nomination, but refuſe to act upon it, and will not allow 
c the Church any Way to go before them. 

& Remedy.—Should this Iniquity proceed, there might eaſily and uſually be 
e choſen to adminiſter all ſpecial Ordinances unto a gather'd Church of our 
«© Lord, a Pafor, whom not one Man in the ſaid Church has voted for; a 
« Paſtor entirely choſen by thoſe who do not at preſent attend the ſpecial 
« Ordinances, nor perhaps intend quickly to do it. The Conſequences would 
<< be fatal to the Church State of the Country; and may bring on an Impeſition 
ec of Miniſters, without any Election of the People at all. | | 

The Churches ought with all poſſible Tenderneſs, to conſult the Edifica- 
4 tion and Satisfaction of the chriſtian Inhabitants, who are to join with them 
jn ſupporting their Miniſter. But yet they muſt not betray and give up the 
* Right of chuſing their Paſtor, and put it into incompetent Hands,—lf the In- 
<< habitants are ſo unreaſonable as to demand it, they ſhould be powerfully ad- 
4 viſed and exhorted to deſiſt from ſuch a Di/order.—lf ſome eminent Perſons 
c of a public and excellent Character be prevail'd withal to come unto the 
« Tawn-Mecting, and there diſpenſe to the Inhabitants the needful Admoni- 


tions, it may be they'll be hearken'd to.—If yet they will not hearken, let 


ec the Churches go on with the Steps of the Law.—It may be, God will bleſs 
the Means uſed by the Council, that comes together, on ſuch an Occa- 


« ſion. + 


I come now to make more particular Remarks, on the ſeveral Steps o, 
theſe Proceedings. | 3 

One Thing controverted among them is, whoſe Right it is to ſupply the 
Pulpit ; and here tis plain to me, that according to our Conſtitution it be- 
longs to the Church..-The Platform, &c. expreſsly give to the Church the 


— 


n 


* Ratio Diſcipline, p. 26. + Ibid p. 37. lag 
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Right of chafing their m Minifier ; the whole Power is devolved on them, — 
And is not'this Patt of this Power, a neceſſary Appendage of it, to chuſe the 
Probationers ? To ſay who they will hear in Order to a Choice ? Does not 
the greater Privilege neceſſarily include the /e/s If any other have Authority 
in this Caſe, why is it not particularly mention'd ; and why is not the Word 
choofing bounded and limited to one particular AF ?—lf tis the Father of the 
Family's Prerogative to chooſe his Servants, does it not equally belong to him 
to pitch'upon” whom he will uo make Trial of F—And would it not be aſſum- 
ing in the reſt of the Family to claim the Right of Nomination; and turn him 
out of Doors upon Refuſal? We ought not to make Diſtinctions, where the 
Rule makes none ; and ſeparate Things which have a cloſe Connexion ; ang 
ſet up two Powers, where one only is ſpoken of,—The fame Reaſon that 
proves, that tis the Church's Right to choo/e, that *tis their Right to 
nominate, | Both are neceſſarily lodged in their Hands for the Safe-guard of Re- 
ligion, and to prevent the Introduction of unfaithful Shepherds, —A Church 
indeed may abuſe this Power, eſpecially in a Time of Degeneracy :—But at all 
Times it is more likely, that they will bring in ſound and pious Minifters, than 
thoſe who have not ſo much as the Form of Religion ; eſpecially when the 
—_— CharaQter, having nothing of Religion in his Family 
ns 5+ 55 = > my | 
If this Branch of the Choice were given up to the Congregation, the other 
might ſoon be of little Value; eſpecially in a Time when Candidates are very 
ſcarce: None might be introduced to the Church, and ſo their 
Liberty of Choice would be entirely fruftrated ; they would be obliged at laſt 
to accept of ſuch an one, as the Congregation ſee meet to palm upon them, 
of have'none. And in this, I don't ſuggeſt imaginary Dangers and idle Sup- 
_ for in the Inſtance before us, I am perſwaded that if the Power of 
pply had been wholly given up inte the Hands of the Precinct, the Church 
would have had none preſented to them, that they could have freely choſen :— 
The Power of chuſing then would have been but an idle Name, of no Advan- 
tage.— Again, For Churches tamely to yield this Point, leads to further En- 
eroachments:—If the Congregation afſume the Right of nominating, they will 
ſoon aſſume the Right of choofing tov ; the one Step leads to the other And 
indeed ſome of the chief Men df the Precin@, pleaded for it here, as I have 
been told over and over, and would fain have had the Church give up their 
Privilege entirely to them, and vote only as a Precin : + — But the Church 
were ſo wiſe as not to ſubmit to fuch aUſurpation,.-** To introduce a Practice 

„ „ (fays Dr. C. Mather) in the Choice of a Poſter, which being followed, may 
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r Elgj partielarf declares, * 


2 Ugion and Reconciliation, and they manifeſted a Willingneſs for "gy 
the Congregation or PrecinA might have an equal Voice with the Church 
in chuſing a Minifter, and not elſe ; for they tho't the Precinct had an 
equal Right with the —— ſuch a Choice. a 

« ſoon 


* are to be expected from it. “ 
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«« ſoon bring a Paſter to. be choſen for a Church, - which few, of 
0 Church haue ever voted for, would be to betray, & even e alte 
RIGHT, that ſuch a Society has claim unto; and many evil equences 


It may here be pleaded in Behalf of the Precin&, that -other Congregations 


zn the Land, have had the Privilege of ſupplying the Pulpit without theChurch, 


during a Vacancy. FN ec Bien nn 
5 155 true; bat i this a concluſive Aggument, that ons Church mu 
give up its Privilege, becauſe another does ſo ?—The Churches referr'd to, 
permitted this, not apprehending the Danger, or perceiving the bad Conſe- 
quence of it; there being in ſuch Caſes, a good Correſpondence and Harmony 
between the Church and Precin& :—But ſurely it was not ſo from the Begin- 
ning. — Dr. C. Mather in his hiſforital Account of the Cuſtoms and Practices 
of theſe Churches in former Yeprs, ſpeaks only of the. Church Committee's act- 
ing in the Affair: 4 It ſeems that no Iuſtance of this Nature mention d in the 
Objection, was then known. _- - „ 
Again, it may be ſaid, that the Precinct at Midaleboro only claim'd half 
the Privilege, and gave the other half to the Church. 


Anſiber, I know of no Rule that gives them half the Privilege: —But is it 
not evident, that they claim'd more than half ?—Suppofing the two Com- 
mittees could not agree, what then? Why, the whole Power was veſted im- 
mediately in the Precinct Commuttee ; in Cafe of Competition, the Prehemi- 
nence was given to them — And what was this but to make the Church a 
Cypher ?.—And further, Do they not expreſly claim the whole Privilege in their 
Reaſons given in to the Ordination Council ?- And did they not act accordingly, 
in excluding the Church's Candidate entirely from the Pulpit the ſecond Sab- 
bath of bis Probation f. ' | 5 * 3 

Again, it may be ſaid, the Preein& includes both Church and Congrega- 
tion, and therefore tis more reaſonable, that the Whole ſhould rule than a 
Part. - TA | 
I anſwer, This might have been more juſtly ſaid, if all the Freebolders had 
been allow'd to Vote; but the moſt of theſe were ſhut out; which is con- 
trary to the Cuſtom, in theſe Parts; all the adult Males being uſually permitted 
to vote for a Miniſter, ;, which is a very juſt, and reaſonable Pratice ;—But 
this not being granted here, and the Extent of the Law being inſiſted on as to 
the Qualifications of Voters, the Precinct was much leſs the Church; the 
legal Voters being about 70, and the male Members of the Church (even 
excluding the Minors) above a 10. | | 
But ſuppoſing the legal Voters more than the Church Members, the Objec- 
tion is inſufficient :—lf it proves any Thing, it proves too much; if they have 
the Right of calling upon Probation, becauſe they are the Majarity, for the ſame 
Reaſon they have the Right of calling to Office, ; the Argument. is equally ſtrong * 
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in each Caſe,—So that if thete be any Weight in it, the Chureb'is ftript of al 
Privilege at once, L Keen e n Tor OD abs 
Laſtly, it may be ſaid, Have the Congregation no Privilege at all in intro- 
ducing a Candidate ? ; Kt 2 
_ 1 anſwer, They may adviſe the Church in the Affair in a friendly Man- 
ner, tho“ not authoritatively.—And if they have any juſt Objection againſt the 
Candidate the Church have their Eyes „ either as to his Capacity for 
Teaching, his Doctrine or Morals, — a Right of ſpeaking, and a 
Right of being heard. N <. ns eet n $045 eng 
12 the Whole, I am full with Dr. C. Mather, that a Church in the 
« Exerciſe of its Rro nr, ought in all poſſible Ways conſiſtent therewith, to 
«« conſult the Edification andSatisfaRion of theirNeighbours ; eſpecially of thoſe 
c on whoſe Afﬀiſtance, to carry on their Affairs, they may have much De- 


0 pendance. The Church ought ſo to manage their Choice, that if the Neigh- 


ce bours have any ja Diſatisfafim, all the Reſpect requir'd by Scripture, 
«« Reaſon and Gratitude may be paid unto is.” * But then by no Means 


ſhould they give up their Right ; this will be doing evil, that good may come; in 


which alſo they will be difappointed,..[f the Church at Mzrddlebors* have not 
condeſcended to their Neighbouts as far as they might with a good Conſcience, 
4s nd doubt has been the Cafe in forme Particulars,” I ſhalF not juſtify them 
herein —I have told you their Plea vn that Head, and ſhall add nb more to 
it; only this one Word, that upon Suppoſition they have not condeſcended 
to the utmoſt, I don't think that meerly for that, they deſerve ſuch ſcvere 
Treatment as they have met with.—If one that bath 4 good Cauſe, does not 


manage it for the beſt, ought he upon that Account to be puniſh'd and caſt 
3:3 HOW YINO *50 ,t © Th MONT 


out 4s an Heathen and Publiran? A | 
This leads to another Particular, which I look upon às the greateſt Hſrittge- 
ment of all, 'viz. a ſmall Number of Brethren's ſetting themſelves up for the 
firft Church of N to the utter Excluſion of the Majority of that 
urch, &c. and being ſupported therein by two Councils. What eau be 
Ire unaccountable then for à few Brethren to take upon them to excom- 
5 a whole Church, and to ſet themſelves up in their Room ? And this 


VUE 
uſihg 


What g Invaſion Lan there be of the Church' Rights and Privileges ? 
Anf how could the venerable Councils forbear ehe arts them? Ko 
Such a Proceeding is a great AFﬀront to the kgrſlative Authority They have 
rovided a wholeſome Law to ſecure the Church's Right of chuſing their own 
Paſtors 3 and here is a Way found ut entirely to defeat that Law, fo that 
it {pal never have any NT the Church and Ptecin& are divided in a 
ie ; and any fmall- Number of the Church adhere to the latter, (as is 


generally the Caſe) 'tis but for the Precitift (who have the Command of the 


eeting 2 to ſhut the Doors on the Church and the Paſtor elect, and 
nnant, joining with them, as the Church, and to chuſe ano- 
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ſufficient Ground of depriving them of their Rights, 


(36) 


ther Paſtor ; and then, according to them, the Law is ſuperſeded, and the 
true Church ſhall have no Benefit by it.—Can this be regular? Shall the Law 
be thus trampled upon and evaded and trodden to the Duſt ?..A bold Stroke 
Further, This Proceeding tends to introduce Confuſion in the Churches, — 
ORDER has been much cry'd up and inſiſted on of late Years ; but does not 
this tend to Diſorder? Is it not an evil Preſident for other Places There 
are few Churches in the Land, but that have ſome uneaſy Members on the 
one Side or the other Now why mayn't theſe as well ſet themſelves up for 
the Churck, to the Exclufion of the Majority, if Councils of various Senti- 
ments will but put their Sanction upon it ?—And ſo all the Churches be rent 
in Pieces, | eren 
But it will be ſaid, the Caſe is different here; for the Church at ; fiddle: 
boro left the Meeting Houſe. 1 81 Ep ee eee 
Anſiver. T don't ſee that this alters the Caſe.— For how can ſuch a With- 
draw unchurch them, unleſs upon the Popiſb hin: ur of the Holineſs of 
Places ? Tis not meeting in one Place or, another, that conſtitutes regular 
Members, or that deprives them of their N Mt Te rg 
But it will be pleaded further, That this was à formal Separation, one of 


the Deacons ſpeaking to the Church, when aſſembled at the Meeting Houſe, 


zo come out from among them and be ſeparate ; and therefore they cut themſelves 
off, and — that remain'd 8 Church. | a py 

I anſwer, theſe Words were ſpoken when Mr. Conant was forbid preaching 
in the Meeting Houſe Sept, g. and the Separation was PO any Part of the 
Church, as ſuch, but from the Precinct: And they did not ſeparate even 
from them abſolutely, but only from their Iuruſim on the Chyrch's Rights :— 
They could not hold their Privileges, and their uſual Place of Meeting toge- 
ther; and therefore were forced againft their Wills to withdraw. —The Pre- 
einct laid upon them an unlawful Term of Communion.; and ſo were themſelves 
properly the Separati/ts, or the faulty Cauſes of their Meeting elſe where. 
Now is it not hard for the poor Church to be. caſt out of the Synagogue, for 
maintaining their Rights againſt the Precin& ; and then, in Efte& to be 
communicated for their Withdraw — And further, it may be noted, Mat 
even after this Speech of the Deagon's, and , what was conſequent. upon it, 
their going to Mrs. Thacher's ; they readily return'd to the Meeting eus in 
the Afternoon, when their Candidate was ſuffer'd to preach : — And ſo tis 
plain they would ſtill, if they could upon juſt, Grounds, 3 

But if for Argument's Sake I ſhould, grant, that the Church were wro: 

in their firſt Principle about the, Supply of t Pulpit ;, is this an Ener af 
ſuch momentous Conſequence, as to deſerye an uni ation ? Is it. a 
of ſetting up ano- 


ther firſt Church over their Heads ?—Surely- Chriſtians may differ in their 
Apprehenſions about many ſuch ier Points ; and yet not excommunicate one 
another, | | Broke Fog 
And further, upon the Foot of this Conceſſion, I would aſk why the Church 
were kept out of the Meeting Houſe after they had actually fix d their C xo ? 
| | | mms... 


! 


FD . 


W — — 
«<4 — Dua — — — — — _ — — 


— They had a Right to ebvs/e, if not to nominate !— Why then was not their 
Paſtor admitted/?—lIt will no doubt be anſwer'd to this, that the Call was irre- 
gular, and ſo they had Reaſon to keep him out, becauſe Deacon Barrow did 
not officiate in his Aoderator's Poſt, when he was choſen. —This has been re- 
futed already 3 I would only add, that ſeeing ſuch uſe has been made of it, it 
ought to be a Warning to the Churches: To ſubje& themſelves to ne 
Officers, which the Scripture knows nothing of, may prove of fatal Conſequence 
to their Peace and Welſare.— It ſeems to me, that fanding Moderators cloathed 
with ſuch abſolute irrepealable Authority, as was here pleaded for, are ſomething 
like the Lay- Chancellors in the Church of England, who have the ſupreme Au- 
thority in the Biſhops Courts, &c.—And I can't help obſerving further, that a 
Handing Lay- Mederater, and a flanding Part of a Church, and a landing Council, 
are Things peculiar to us in theſe Parts ; I believe the reft of the Country are 
intire Strangers to them, and I hope ever will. 
But after all, if Deacon Barrow was flanding Moderator, and the ( all irre- 
„this does not juſtify the Diſſatisfy'd in ſetting themſelves up for the firſt 
Church ; they ought to have taken other Steps to have righted themſelves, 
"which I am now led to mention. 7 | 
If the diſſatisfy'd Brethren were the Sufferers, and the Church were wrong 
in their whole Management; there is another Path that our Conſtitution points 
to for Relief, and they ſhould not have taken ſuch a new unheard-of Method. 
If you aſk, what this is ?---I anſwer, They ſhould firſt have taken Pains with 
the Church (in the Capacity of Fellow-Members) to have convinced them of 
wrong Dealing ; and upon Failure of Succeſs, after ſome Time of Waiting, 
they might have entred into a Proceſs in the third Way | har runes, or (ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom) have called a Council, not as a ch, but as aggrieved 
Brethren.---And if this availed not, then to have aſk'd a Diſmiſſion from the 
Church; and if they refuſed to grant it, the Council might have diſmiſs d 
them, and embodied them into a new Church ; and then they might have 
proceeded to the Choice of a Paſtor, &c.---If this Method had been taker, 
the Church would have made no Objections; and this Eflay would have been 
prevented; this would have been according to Goſpel Order :---But it ſeems 
the plain and uſualPath muſt be left, and a new untroddenRoad muſt be taken; 
they choſe rather to jump into a Church at once, without any ſuitable Steps 
at all. But whence this Management ?---One (if not the chief) Reaſon is 
obvious; becauſe they apprehended, that they ſhould ſtand a better Chance for 
the Par ſanage by being the old Church, than by being form'd a-new, and made 
the third Church,--- the Privileges of Chriſt's Church muſt be facrificed 
for the Sake of a little paltry outward Gain; and an Example muſt be ſet, that 
(if followed) will prove the Deſtruction of theſe Churches.--- Theſe Things I 
have ſaid, upon Suppoſition that the Church has been as irregular in their Pro- 
ceedings, as they have been charged to be :---And if the Management of the 
ſtanding Part (as they call themſelves) be condemnable upon that Suppoſition; 
how much more ſo, if the Church in their main Strokes have adher'd to the 
Rule, as I think has been proved ?---It muſt ſurely be no little Thing thus to 
cut off a regular Church, and to give their Birth-right to another ; to make 
| (3 the 
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the one the landing, and the other the fallen Part, an to . — of their 
Privileges, which are ſo ſtrongly ſecur'd to them by the Law of God and Man. 
And ſhall net this be a Caveat to the Churches to ſtand up in Defence of 
their precious Rights and Liberties, and to bear Teſtimony. agaitift all  Janova- 
tions and new Rules; leſt their Candleftick be removed, and they be laid eom- 
mon with the reſt of the World ? 2 Wee! = 
May the Lord defend his Church againſt the Defigns of Man, and make her 
fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Banners :--- 
May there be Peace and Truth in our Days; and may we tranſmit our Reli- 
ion and Liberties in their Purity to future Generations; and may the Lord 
ave always a faithful Seed to ſerve him in this Land, till Time and Days 

ſhall þe no more, DRL RS RET) 
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